
Artists for Climate 
Awareness Annual Report 

July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 

"We use art to educate, inspire, and empower people to act promptly, 
both personally and communally, to reverse environmental destruction 

and initiate the Earth's healing."



Dear Members and Supporters, 

It is with great pride and gratitude that I present to you the annual report for Artists for Climate Awareness, 
highlighting our achievements and progress over the past year. This year has been marked by significant 
achievements, growth, and impactful collaborations, all of which have been made possible by the unwavering 
support of our members, partners, and donors. 

Engagement and Impact 

Throughout the year, we successfully organized 17 workshops and events, serving a total of 285 attendees. These 
events not only fostered a deeper understanding of climate issues but also empowered participants to take 
meaningful action in their communities. Our contributions to esteemed nonprofit organizations such as Middle 
Way House, Canopy Bloomington, and The Center for Sustainable Living have further amplified our impact. 

Collaborations and Partnerships 

Our mission has been greatly enriched by our partnerships with various organizations, including Windfall Dancers, 
Inc., The Writers’ Guild at Bloomington, Uplands Network of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club, The Land Trust of 
Santa Cruz County, Banneker Community Center, and the Arts Alliance of Greater Bloomington. These 
collaborations have enabled us to reach a broader audience and create more diverse and engaging programs. 

Membership Growth 

We are pleased to report a total of 118 paid memberships this year. As of June 30, 2024, 82 memberships were 
current, while 14 had newly lapsed and are expected to stay on. During the year, we welcomed 76 new and 
renewing members, comprising 64 Contributing members, 8 Lifetime members, 2 Sustaining members, and 2 
Friends members. This growth is a testament to the value our community places on our mission and activities. 

Leadership and Governance 

Our board has seen a seamless transition in leadership, with Carol Carter serving as President from July 1 to April 
1, and Joe Lee taking over from April 1 onward. Sara Steffey McQueen has diligently served as Secretary throughout 
the year, alongside Patricia Rowbottom as Vice President and Carol Rhodes as Treasurer, program coordinator, and 
web master. Their dedication and leadership have been instrumental in guiding our organization through a 
successful year. 

Acknowledgments 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our generous donors, including Joe and Bess Lee, Carol Carter, Bloomington Fine 
Arts Supply, Craig and Kathy Barton, and Avon Waters. Our lifetime members sustain us. We would like to thank 
Kathy and Craig  Barton, Rena Brouwer, Bronna Butler, Carol Carter, Susan Failey, Heather Farmer, Krista Garrod, 
Jerry Harste, Cindee Klement, Joe and Bess Lee, Nancy Davis Metz, Angela O'Malley, Carol Rhodes, Pat 
Rowbottom, Joanna Samorow-Merzer, Tracy Schwartz, and Avon Waters. 

Your contributions have been vital in supporting our programs and initiatives. 

As we look ahead, we remain committed to our mission of raising awareness and inspiring action on climate issues 
through the arts. We are excited about the opportunities that lie ahead and look forward to another year of growth, 
collaboration, and impact. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to Artists for Climate Awareness. 

Warm regards, 

Joe Lee 
President, Artists for Climate Awareness 



2023-24 Artists for Climate Awareness Statistics 
Number Of People Served in 17 Workshops and Events: 
285 attendees in all events 

Contributed to Nonprofit Organizations:  
Middle Way House, Canopy Bloomington, The Center for Sustainable Living 

Organizations Partnered with:  
Windfall Dancers, Inc., The Writers’ Guild at Bloomington, Uplands Network 
of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club, The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County, 
Banneker Community Center, Arts Alliance of Greater Bloomington 

Total Current and Lapsed Members During The Year: 
118 total paid memberships. As of 6/30/2024, 82 of these were current and 
14 additional memberships had newly lapsed since the most recent 
reminder. 

New and Renewing Members In 2023-24: 
76 total memberships were paid during the year. Makeup: 
64 Contributing members; 8 Lifetime members; 2 Sustaining (recurring 
monthly) members; 2 Friends members 

Board Members: 
Carol Carter, President,  July 1- April 1 
Joe Lee, President, April 1 onward 
Sara Steffey McQueen, Secretary, entire year 
Patricia Rowbottom, Vice President, entire 
year Carol Rhodes, Treasurer, entire year 

Thanks to Donors: 
Joe and Bess Lee 
Carol Carter 
Bloomington Fine Arts Supply 
Craig and Kathy Barton 
Avon Waters 

Thanks to Lifetime Members: 
Kathy and Craig  Barton, Rena Brouwer, Bronna Butler, 
Carol Carter, Susan Failey, Heather Farmer, Krista 
Garrod, Jamie Hansen, Jerry Harste, Cindee Klement, 
Joe and Bess Lee, Nancy Davis Metz, Angela O'Malley, 
Carol Rhodes, Pat Rowbottom, Joanna Samorow-
Merzer, Tracy Schwartz, and Avon Waters.

Thanks to Ongoing Sustainers: Sara Steffey McQueen and Karen Holtzclaw

https://middlewayhouse.org/
https://www.canopybloomington.org/
https://simplycsl.org/
https://windfalldancers.org/
https://writersguildbloomington.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/694795092584033/user/61552863080467/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/694795092584033/user/61552863080467/
https://landtrustsantacruz.org/
https://bloomington.in.gov/parks/facilities/banneker-community-center
https://www.bloomingtonarts.org/
https://www.carol-carter.com/
https://www.amazon.com/stores/author/B099SZ932H/about
https://sarasteffeymcqueen.com/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/patricia-rowbottom/
https://www.carolrhodes.org/Artwork
Roger Rhodes
Rectangle



Artists for Climate Awareness Income and Expenses 7/1/2023 to 6/30/2024

Expense Type Actual
Insurance $678.21 

Other admin (postal, etc) $312.19 
Fees $0.00 
Workshops-Instructors $1,010.00 

Workshop Facilities Ivy Tech $350.00 

Workshops - Extras $55.32 

Earth Month Show $1,100.00 

Facilities-other $50.00 

Printing Incl. tee shirts $1,091.50 

Technology - web, PayPal fees $475.94 

Consulting $0.00 

Advertising $203.48 
Other Activities $0.00 
Donations to other 501C3 $175.00 

Income Type: Actual
New Memberships $3,115.00 

Workshops income $3,155.00 

Donations $2,560.90 

Grants $0.00 

Other $16.05 

Insurance
12%

Other admin (postal, 
etc) 6%

Fees
0%

Workshops-Instructors
18%

Workshop Facilities Ivy 
Tech
6%

Workshops - Extras
1%Earth Month Show

20%

Facilities-other
1%

Printing Incl. tee shirts
20%

Technology - web, 
PayPal fees

9%

Advertising
4%

Donations to other 
501C3

3%

Expenses

New Memberships
35%

Workshops income
36%

Donations
29%

Income

Income:   $8847
Expenses:   $5502
Income- Expenses:   $3345



Artists for Climate Awareness Events 
July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 

 Gallery Exhibition: “Living In the Questions,” Traverse City, MI 

June 25 - August 2 
Gallery show by Michigan artist Jessica Kovan 
Opened on June 25 at Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park in 
Traverse City, MI.  

Our world can be defined by questions – personal, communal and 
global. Through the lens of nature, the gallery show, “Living In 
the Questions” asks you to pay attention and examine the space 
that our queries hold.   

The art in this exhibit has been created on and with all recycled 
materials including canvases, cardboard, old book pages, and 
salvaged wood. 

"Get Outdoors Day" Tabling Event 

Artists for Climate Awareness partnered with the Uplands Network of the Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club on 
June 8, 2024 in the Get Outdoors Day event at Switchyard Park in Bloomington, IN. Get Outdoors Day is a 
free, annual, open-house styled event where people come to learn about local outdoor opportunities. Participants 
were able to stop by the Pavilion Lawn in the park to create a nature journal from natural materials. 

“Celebrating Pollinators in Watercolor” 

Eleven Artists for Climate Awareness members gathered on May 11, 2024 at Ivy Tech Bloomington, IN for a 
unique art workshop in which they painted birds and/or pollinators in watercolor. This special event wasaligned 
with World Migratory Bird Day, spotlighting the vital role of birds and insects as pollinators. On this 
auspicious day for biodiversity, we invited participants to capture the essence of these vital creatures through 
the graceful strokes of watercolor. The instructor, MarySue Schwab, led the workshop as participants each 
painted from a different photographic reference. 

http://jessicakovan.com/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uplands.network.of.sierra.club
https://www.bloomingtonvolunteernetwork.org/need/detail/?need_id=940483
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/pollinators-workshop-2024/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/pollinators-workshop-2024/
https://www.ivytech.edu/locations/bloomington/
https://www.migratorybirdday.org/
http://marysueschwab.com/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/pollinators-workshop-2024/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/pollinators-workshop-2024/


Gallery Show: “Earth, Life, and Our Shared Responsibility” 

Artists for Climate Awareness members from across the US, along with Arts Alliance of Greater Bloomington 
members, exhibited 2-D and 3-D artwork in a gallery exhibition April 4 – 28 at the Arts Alliance Center in 
the College Mall in Bloomington, IN. 

We proudly offered this juried exhibition during Earth Month. Artwork included sculpture, jewelry, and 2-D 
mediums. Artists entered many styles of artwork, and their messaging featured lovely “prayer for preservation” 
pieces to catastrophic “call to action” artwork. Each artist wrote an statement explaining how the piece 
communicates an ecological message– emotional, informational, or educational. 

“Exploring Values in Wet Pastel” 

On April 13, 2024, Avon Waters led a group in working with pastel in combination with gesso, water, and 
alcohol to paint scenes in nature. With emphasis on values to create dynamic landscapes, Avon provided 
instruction on the various techniques of “wet pastel.” 

“Stormwash” Climate Awareness — Poetry, Dance, and Music 
An event in conjunction with the gallery show, “Earth, Life, and Our Shared Responsibility” 

On April 19, the Writers Guild at Bloomington, Windfall Dancers, 
Inc., and percussionist Julian Douglas delivered an inter-arts 
collaborative performance. Windfall Dancers choreographed select 
poems (e.g. Ray Zdonek’s “Over the Ageless” and “The Burning”), 
interspersed by world music. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2024show/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2024show/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/
https://bloomingtonarts.org/
https://www.bloomingtonarts.org/aac
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/waters-values-in-wet-pastel-2024/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/waters-values-in-wet-pastel-2024/
https://www.avonwaters.com/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2024show/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2024show/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/waters-values-in-wet-pastel-2024/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/waters-values-in-wet-pastel-2024/


Spring 2024 Events in Northern California 

Making Charcoal Paint, San Vicente Redwoods Preserve 

Thursday, April 25th, 10am to 1:00pm 
12001 Empire Grade 
Santa Cruz, CA 
We hosted a couple of workshops where we made soil and charcoal paints, and had time to make art at this 
beautiful redwood preserve in the Santa Cruz Mountains.  Our host was the Land Trust of Santa Cruz County 
and the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST). 

Mountain View's Earth Day Celebration

SATURDAY APRIL 20th, 2024 
11am to 2pm 
Rengstorff Park Community Center 
Mountain View, CA 

Enjoyed this festival with lots of activities and earth-friendly 
displays. We engaged in a card making activity with  hand 
carved block prints featuring local trees and butterflies! 

City of Atherton's Annual Earth Day Festival

Sunday, April 21st, 11am to 3pm 

Holbrook Palmer Park, Atherton, CA 
We demonstrated how to make paint with charcoal from wildfires and soil. The 
festival featured lots of activities and earth-friendly displays. 



 “Embracing Emotions through Abstract Watercolors” 

On February 13, 20, 27, 2024, participants joined in a watercolor workshop that served as a hands-on 
intersection of art and environmental consciousness, allowing participants to express their emotions and 
reflections through abstract watercolors. We explored some abstract art techniques while we discussed the the 
challenges our planet faces and what we can do about it. 

“Painting Native Trees in Watercolor” 

On October 27, 2023 in Bloomington, Indiana, Artists for Climate Awareness participants learned how to paint 
trees in watercolor. In this hands-on workshop, MarySue Schwab demonstrated key approaches to painting 
native Indiana trees. Students were instructed in multi-layered, wet-on-wet techniques using watercolor 
processes to create both subtle and dramatic tree formations. Participants used a mixture of warm and cool 
colors, juxtaposing shadow and form. 

During the workshop, Julie Roberts from Canopy Bloomington led a presentation on the importance of native 
trees in the landscape, and how to plant and care for trees. 

“Evoking A Response to Climate Change with the Fine Arts” 

Climate change is real. The October 12  presentation, “The Fine Arts: Evoking a Response to Climate 
Change” was an interplay of scientific and artistic visuals curated and presented by Ben Brabson, climate 
scientist and Emeritus Professor of Physics at Indiana University.Studies show that using art for communication 
can raise awareness, provoke impactful dialogue, and inspire action about environmental issues. Brabson’s talk 
included engaging and artful illustrations that simplify concepts of climate change for ordinary people, making 
the concepts more concrete, meaningful, and motivating. The presentation was free and was offered both in-
person at Ivy Tech Bloomington and online. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/embracing-emotions-abstract/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/embracing-emotions-abstract/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/embracing-emotions-abstract/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/painting-native-trees/
http://marysueschwab.com/
https://www.canopybloomington.org/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/ben-brabson-presentation-2023/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/embracing-emotions-abstract/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/embracing-emotions-abstract/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/painting-native-trees/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/painting-native-trees/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/ben-brabson-presentation-2023/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/ben-brabson-presentation-2023/


Paint Bloomington 2023 

On October 7, 2023, the Second Annual “Paint Bloomington!” featured tutorials by Artists for Climate 
Awareness artists. The all-day event in Bryan Park, Bloomington, IN included a city-wide plein air paint-out for 
all, plus free optional art classes. 

“Wrapped in Love” Tree Sweater Campaign 

Our “Wrapped in Love” tree sweater campaign, designed to benefit Middle Way House of Bloomington, raised 
$500 and achieved Bronze level recognition. We are using our artistic talents to help victims of domestic 
violence while also celebrating life-giving trees. 

Our knitted tree sweater is now displayed on the Downtown Bloomington Square. For more details, please visit 
our Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Northern California Event: “Natural Pigments Hands-On” 

On October 6, Patricia Larenas led a group in making 
watercolor from soils at this First Friday Event at the 
Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History in Santa 
Cruz, CA. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-paintbloomington/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-paintbloomington/
https://www.facebook.com/artists4climateawareness
https://www.instagram.com/artists4climateawareness/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-paintbloomington/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-paintbloomington/


Northern California Event: “Art from 
Ashes” at San Vicente Redwoods Preserve 

On October 2, 2023, in collaboration with the 
Peninsula Open Space Trust and the Land 
Trust of Santa Cruz County, Artists for 
Climate Awareness facilitated an artist’s day 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains. NorCal 
coordinator Patricia Larenas led artists in 
using ashes from giant burned redwoods in 
the Santa Cruz CA mountains to create 
drawings of the devastated redwoods. The 
workshop was attended by 9 or 10 artists and 
3 Park Staff. 

Banneker Kids Camp 2023 

On a warm week in July of 2023, two Artists 
for Climate Awareness members led 
participants of Banneker Kid’s Camp in 
Bloomington, IN in outdoor craft activities 
related to the  

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/northern-california-art-from-ashes-2023/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-banneker-camp/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/northern-california-art-from-ashes-2023/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-banneker-camp/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/2023-banneker-camp/


Artists for Climate Awareness Events 2024-25 

Current and Upcoming  

“Art Journaling in the Gardens” 
(Took place on July 1, 2024) 

On July 1, 2024, nine Artists for Climate Awareness joined Michigan 
artist Jessica Kovan for a half day at the Botanic Garden at Historic 
Barns Park in Traverse City, Michigan for nature observation and to 
enhance their skills in the garden environs. The workshop focused on 
experiencing and visually expressing curiosity about plants and nature. 
The artists were encouraged to ask questions and make deeper 
connections to the experience of the gardens. 

Gallery Exhibition: “Living In the Questions,” Traverse City, MI 

June 25 - August 2 
Gallery show by Michigan artist Jessica Kovan 
Opened on June 25 at Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park in 
Traverse City, MI.  

Our world can be defined by questions – personal, communal and 
global. Through the lens of nature, the gallery show, “Living In the 
Questions” asks you to pay attention and examine the space that our 
queries hold.   

The art in this exhibit has been created on and with all recycled 
materials including canvases, cardboard, old book pages, and salvaged 
wood. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/art-journaling-in-the-gardens7-1-24/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/art-journaling-in-the-gardens7-1-24/
http://www.jessicakovan.com/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
http://jessicakovan.com/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/art-journaling-in-the-gardens7-1-24/


Art Journaling in the Gardens with Jessica Kovan 

August 8, 10 am – 2 pm 
Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park, Traverse City, Michigan Botanic 
Garden at Historic Barns Park, 1490 Red Dr, Traverse City, MI, United 
States  

Observing, painting, and drawing in the magic of the gardens with 
Michigan artist Jessica Kovan.  

Reception for “Living In the Questions” Gallery Show 

July 22, 2024, 5-7 pm 
Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park 
1490 Red Dr, Traverse City, MI 49684 
Catered by Inn and Trail Gourmet 

Painting in Maxwell Garden, Chicago: 

September 7 - September 8  
Mawell Sreet Community Garden Chicago, IL 60608, Chicago, I 

“Pollinators and Local Plantings” - Painting in the Gardens  A 
watercolor and mixed-media workshop to be given by Carol 
Carter, St. Louis watercolor artist, and Anne Farley Gaines, 
Chicago multi-media artist and muralist.

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/art-journaling-august8/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://www.innandtrailgourmet.com/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/painting-in-maxwell-garden/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/art-journaling-in-the-gardens7-1-24/


Nature Journaling with Bailey Russell 
September 14 @ 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Karst 
Farm Park Shelter 6 2450 S Endwright 
Road, Bloomington, IN, United States  

Join us for an inspiring Nature Journaling 
workshop led by Bailey Russell, a recent 
intern with the Brown County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. This all-ages 
workshop is perfect for anyone who loves 
nature and wants to learn how to observe 
and document the natural world through 
journaling and drawing.

The Future of Color: Botanical Painting and Earth Pigments 
November 2, 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Ivy Tech Community College, 
Bloomington, IN  

Join Maria Schechter in 
exploring natural materials to 
create color palettes from fruits, 
flowers, and earth pigments. 
Prepare a couple of pigments 
from a recipe, and then paint 
with them. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/nature-journaling-with-bailey-russell/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/botanical-and-earth-pigments/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/nature-journaling-with-bailey-russell/
https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/botanical-and-earth-pigments/


Look for More Summer and Fall Events! 
We  have more exciting workshops in the pipeline for Fall of 2024, covering various art forms and 
environmental themes, including Chicago, Michigan, California, and at Indiana University.  

In Planning Phases: 
Participation in Mathematics and Sustainability Conference, Indianapolis 
August 7, 2024 
Artists for Climate Awareness was invited to show climate-related art on August 9 at the Environmental 
Mathematics Special Interest Group of the Mathematical Association of America as part of the SIGMAA EM 
business meeting at in Indianapolis at the JW Marriott. (The conference is August 7th through the 10th.) 

Fourth Street Festival 
August 31 and September 1 
The 4th Street Festival of the Arts and Crafts is an annual Labor Day weekend event in Bloomington on 4th Street 
between Grant Street and Indiana Avenue. This year, a coalition of four arts groups will be promoting themselves 
and helping each other in two adjacent tents. Artists for Climate Awareness will be participating with Arts 
Alliance of Greater Bloomington, Upland Plein Air Painters, and Bloomington Watercolor Society. 

Paint Bloomington 
October 5, 2024  
Artists for Climate Awareness will be participating in the Third Annual “Paint Bloomington,” hosted by Arts 
Alliance of Greater Bloomington, Artists for Climate Awareness, Bloomington Watercolor Society, Portrait Group, 
Upland Plein Air, and Bloomington Parks & Recreation. This event is a plein Air paint-out for all, plus free optional 
art classes 10 am–3 pm. Artists for Climate Awareness will provide scheduled demonstrations. Artists’ 
demonstrations, music, and storytelling throughout the day. Picnickers, friends, family are all welcome. Stay 
tuned for a schedule and more information 

2025 Earth Month show, reception, and related events 
Artists for Climate Awareness will be hosting a 2025 Earth Month observation featuring a visual art exhibition by 
Artists for Climate Awareness members from across the US and also members of Arts Alliance of Greater 
Bloomington. Artists submit myriad styles and mediums. Their messaging can include traditional “prayer for 
preservation”, catastrophic “call to action”, and myriad other artistic interpretations. Each artist submits a written 
statement describing their artwork's ecological message. We are coordinating several other climate awareness 
events related to this exhibition, including: 

- a pastel workshop by nature artist and Indiana Waterways advocate Avon Waters;
- a talk by Avon waters at a senior center about how art and environment intersect;
- a reception with music composed by an IU student with inspiration from hikes by a biology professor;
- an inter-arts performance by musicians, dancers featuring an environmentally themed, and poets from the
Bloomington area

Upcycle workshop at Indiana University Memorial Union 
Indiana University is awarding us a grant for a Fall creative sustainability workshop on campus. Chandra Craig-
Rettinger has  created three project ideas for this event. The workshop is planned to have as many as 60 students 
in attendance. 

Artists Funding Environmental Action
A brand new endeavor organized by Christine Missik, an ACA member, Art for Earth is a proposed collective of 
artists joining together to help each other to benefit charitable environmental organizations of their choice. Artists
for Climate Awareness plans to host artwork online and will support the effort.

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/event/stay-tuned-for-more-events/
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