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Introduction 

In 2024 and 2025, Artists for Climate Awareness (ACA) significantly expanded its reach and 
impact through a diverse slate of public programs and strategic initiatives focusing on the role of 
the arts in climate education and advocacy. From hands-on community workshops to curated 
performances and exhibitions, our programming engaged audiences across generations and 
disciplines. Highlights included six public workshops, two live performances, an Earth Month 
art exhibition, a streaming film event, two panel discussions, a public lecture, a children’s arts 
event, and tabling outreach at a regional street fair. 

During this time, in 19 events, we accommodated more than 1000 adults and children, involving 
them with eco-art. We partnered with the following organizations: Earth Creative, The Center 
for Sustainable Living, IU Jacobs School of Music, Ivy Tech Center for Lifelong Learning, Art 
Nature Consortium, Lotus Festival, Sierra Club, and Indiana University Net Impact.

ACA continues to build capacity and deepen its mission-driven work by initiating partnerships 
with climate-focused arts organizations and scientists throughout the Midwest. We are teaming 
up with Earth Creative artists to support and elevate creatives addressing climate issues in their 
practices. Looking ahead, ACA is co-planning a major “town and gown” event for the spring of 
2026, in collaboration with research scientists to weave together art, science, and policy—
creating new pathways for cross-sector climate engagement. We are also in preliminary talks 
regarding helping to bring recycling education to the Indianapolis area. 

We invite donors and funders to recognize ACA’s continued commitment to fostering dialogue, 
education, and community mobilization through the arts. With your support, we can scale our 
reach, sustain our artist network, and strengthen the cultural response to the climate crisis. 

https://earthcreative.org/
https://earthcreative.org/


Artists for Climate Awareness Events 
Our approach in each of our art workshops is to ‘paint from the heart’ as an expression and a dialogue-
starter about climate and nature — and then allow that to enable us to become advocates for protecting 
and preserving the things we love. In our events, we share educational resources, learn about regional 
environmental eƯorts, and discuss how to have conversations about climate change. In our gallery 
exhibitions, we show and explain our commitment to protect the things we love. In our public events, we 
encourage everyone to act to preserve our world. 
Here is where you can see us in action. 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

Terra Nostra Film Screening with Christophe Chagnard 

 

On May 15, 2025, Artists for Climate Awareness hosted Grammy-nominated Christophe Chagnard in a 
free presentation of his climate-focused classical music film, Terra Nostra, at the St. Louis Public Library 
auditorium. The film is a multimedia symphonic creation by Christophe Chagnard and Charlie Spears, 
produced by Earth Creative. We live-streamed the film with a pre-screening introduction to Christophe by 
member Laura Zacher. The public attended virtually, and we live-streamed it to Ivy Tech in Bloomington, 
IN. This event included climate-inspired watercolor by Carol Carter and a performance by Native flute 
performer, Jim Mayhew. 

See the full film here.  

  

https://www.christophechagnard.world/
https://terranostra.org/
https://earthcreative.org/
https://www.carol-carter.com/
https://stlouisnativeflute.com/
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=see+the+film+terra+nostra+Christophe+Chagnard+full+movie&mid=E38B991A0872CC7A4AC7E38B991A0872CC7A4AC7&FORM=VIRE


Painting with Torn Paper, with Ann Woods 
Nine Artists for Climate Awareness members manipulated paper to create glorious flowers and 
imaginative shapes in this workshop on May 3, 2025 at Ivy Tech in Bloomington IN.   A variety of paper, 
from handmade to wallpaper, newsprint and beyond, made it a happening experience! 

“Nature Walk” — a Musical Journey 
On Saturday, April 26, 2025, an audience of 20 attended “Nature Walk” at the Bloomington, IN Pillar Arts 
Alliance Center, engaging in nature through the melodies of IU’s talented students and faculty. Artists for 
Climate Awareness coordinated and hosted the event, which was funded through IU Jacobs School of 
Music. 



Art Exhibition and Opening Reception: “Distant Thunder” 
Artists for Climate Awareness hosted a show of climate art in the Arts Alliance Center in Bloomington, 
Indiana and online from April 3 to 28, 2025 at the Arts Alliance Center in the College Mall, Bloomington, 
IN. This juried exhibition, a featured part of our Earth Month celebrations, was intended to raise 
awareness about urgent climate and environmental issues through artistic expression and community 
engagement. The show represented Artists for Climate Awareness members in several states. 

On April 6, 2025, about 70 people gathered for the opening reception for “Distant Thunder”. This juried 
exhibition, part of our Earth Month celebrations centered in Pillar Arts Alliance Center in Bloomington, 
Indiana, aimed to raise awareness about urgent climate and environmental issues through artistic 
expression and community engagement. The reception included an hour to view and appreciate the art 
from 3-4 pm while guests enjoyed refreshments provided by Bloomingfoods Co-op. At 4 pm, awards were 
presented, followed by a musical performance, “Ceremony for Our Land.” The performance featured 
environmentally themed and indigenous-inspired music composed and performed by Grace McKenzie 
and Daixuan Ai from the IU Jacobs School of Music. A second performance was held at 5 pm. 

The “Distant Thunder” exhibition ran from April 3 to April 29. 



“Ceremony for Our Land – Performance by IU Music Ensemble 

April 6 @ 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

As part of the opening reception for the “Distant Thunder” Gallery Exhibition of climate art by Artists for 
Climate Awareness, we hosted a live music ensemble on April 6 from 4-6 pm in Bloomington, IN, at the 
Arts Alliance Center. This inter-arts collaboration, led by Grace McKenzie, Daixuan Ai, and Jacob Davis 
from the IU Jacobs School of Music, built upon the April 2024 “Ceremony for Earth” music event. The 
performers wove their insights into an immersive, contemplative event that invited the audience into a 
space of stillness and reflection. 

Through a live poetry reading by Wahpe CliƯord and Ash Iteska, accompanied by electronic soundscapes 
with evocative imagery as a backdrop, the performance created a layered, immersive experience. Every 
note played conveyed an experience shaped by presence, connection, and reflection. At the heart of this 
event was an exploration of land, place, and belonging. These five artists from diverse backgrounds, 
spanning diƯerent regions of the country and the world, came together in Bloomington, Indiana, to 
engage in a shared inquiry: What significance does this land hold for you? How did you arrive here? How 
do you care for this land? Who has called it home before you? The audience was invited to step into the 
space and to reflect on the land beneath their feet and the histories it carried. 

See the promotional video here. 

https://artistsforclimateawareness.org/wp-content/uploads/CFOL-Promo-Video.mp4


Bridging Creativity and Conservation: Using Art to Raise 
Environmental Awareness and Action” 
A talk and exhibition by Avon Waters 

April 11 @ 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Arts Alliance Center in College Mall, Bloomington, Indiana 

Telling the whole story of Indiana’s natural beauty often requires multiple layers and mediums. In his talk, 
Avon Waters shared insights on what he and partnering artists and scientists have learned about how art 
can raise awareness about the critical conservation work needed to protect these ecological treasures. 

 ArtNature Consortium, founded by Indiana Pastel artist Avon Waters, engages in projects that cross-
pollinate art and information, exposing new audiences to art while also revealing the urgency of 
responsible conservation. In his talk, Avon discussed Indiana Glacial Lakes, ArtNature’s latest project. 
The project features art along with the history and science of the beautiful ecosystems of the 
southernmost glacial lakes on Earth, and the pressing conservation challenges they face. As he talked, 
he considered issues such as harmful algae blooms and declining water quality that threaten the 
biodiversity, recreational activities, property values, and resilience of these lakes. 

ArtNature has completed a project called Indiana Waterways: The Art of Conservation, culminating in a 
200+ page book that features a collection of essays from environmentalists, journalists and storytellers, 
along with over 100 pieces of art in a mix of mediums and styles that promote the conservation of Indiana 
waterways. ArtNature has since partnered with galleries and art museums across the state to share what 
project artists, essayists, and scientists have learned. 



Color Theory for Artists Demystified, with Avon Waters 

OƯered in conjunction with the gallery show “Distant Thunder” 

On April 12, eight Artists for Climate Awareness gathered at the Pillar Arts Alliance Center in 
Bloomington, IN for an all-day, hands-on workshop by Avon Waters.  In this workshop, participants 
learned how to mix shades, tints, and tones, understand color relativity, and more, using the medium of 
their choice. Avon worked in pastel, demonstrating each aspect of color theory. The color techniques and 
processes translated into whatever medium each artist chose to work with: watercolor, gouache, acrylic, 
pastel, and oil. 

As participants worked, they explored how to connect their art to conservation while depicting nature’s 
connectivity to life. 

Avon Waters is a Pastel Society of America juried member, exhibited in museums across the country, and 
is regularly included in national and international pastel exhibitions. He has received awards from judges 
such as Albert Handel and Anne Hevener, editor-in-chief of Pastel Journal. He also serves as the lead 
artist and contact for Art of Conservation: Glacial Lakes of Indiana, a multi-year art project focused on 
improving the water quality of lakes, and is the CEO of the nonprofit Art Nature Consortium. 



Making upcycled musical instruments with fourth-graders at Lotus 
Blossoms Festival 
  

   

  

On April 4, 2025, Artists for Climate Awareness members participated in Lotus Blossoms Festival at 
Fairview School in Bloomington (Indiana) to guide more than 800 area fourth graders in making musical 
instruments from things we would discard or recycle. 

Lotus Blossoms a project of Lotus World Music and Arts Festival, creating opportunities to experience, 
celebrate, and explore the diversity of the world’s cultures, through music and the arts. The 
organization oƯers a robust April program called Lotus Blossoms, inviting fourth-graders from the region 
to come and celebrate love and diversity through global music. 

  

https://www.lotusfest.org/education-and-outreach/lotus-blossoms/
https://www.lotusfest.org/


Growing Democracy: The Power of Your Voice (Workshop with 
Sierra Club) 

On a very cold, snowy February 16, 2025, thirteen people gathered both online and at The Dimension MIll 
in Bloomington, Indiana to hear Robyn Skuya-Boss (director of the Sierra Club Hoosier Chapter) talk 
about important environmental bills being revised in the Indiana State General Assembly, with a 
particular focus on a bill that would enable Small Module Nuclear Reactors to be built across the state. 
This workshop addressed how to communicate with legislators about environmental issues that matter. 

The workshop included training on having conversations over the phone. The event served as a prelude to 
future spin-oƯ events, which will feature art-making sessions for use in the State House, as well as phone 
banking and card-writing gatherings.  

Africa Climate and Social Justice Creatives Conference 

Sponsored by Artists for Climate Awareness, CLIMARTE (AU), Music Declares Emergency (UK), the City of 
Kigali, Rwanda, and the University of Kigali, the Africa Climate and Social Justice Creatives conference 
took place on December 8, 2024 in Kigali, Rwanda, Africa 
African artists of all art forms (performance, music, painting, poetry) submitted their work for jurying and 
were recognized through a certificate and gifts to celebrate their talent and passion for saving the 
environment. It was a great opportunity to network with other global networks in the climate and art 
space.



  

Upcycle Your Finals Stress Away: Pre-finals “De-stress” Upcycle 
Workshop 

 

On December 7, 2024, Indiana University students on the Bloomington campus joined Artists for Climate 
Awareness and Net Impact IU students for a creative break from the pre-finals hustle at our Upcycle 
Workshop. This event was designed to help students unwind and tap into their creative side while 
promoting sustainability. 

Activities included making earrings from upcycled plastics, braided Bracelets from T-shirts,  and phone 
pouches or small tote bags from blue jeans. Students took a few moments from their studies to de-
stress, meet fellow students, and contribute to a greener planet through upcycling. 

ACA member Chandra Craig Rettinger organized the event. 

Nature Journaling with Bailey Russell 

  

On Saturday, September 14, ACA members convened at Karst Farm Park Shelter #6 in Bloomington, IN 
for a 4-hour Nature Journaling workshop led by Bailey Russell, a recent intern with the Brown County Soil 
and Water Conservation District. 

https://beinvolved.indiana.edu/organization/netimpact


Maxwell Garden Workshop, Chicago, IL 

Due to the weather, these two workshops on Saturday, September 7 and Sunday, September 8, 2024 took 
place in a Halstead Street studio near the MAXWELL STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN in Chicago, IL 

 On Saturday, Carol Carter led participants in painting a honeybee on a flower, inspired by the flora
found in the Maxwell Street Community Garden.

 On Sunday, Anne Farley Gaines shared her expertise in using mixed-media materials to capture
the essence of this urban oasis.

4th Street Festival of the Arts and Crafts 

We hosted a booth in the community section of the annual Labor Day Weekend 4th Street Festival of the 
Arts. Our booth featured the theme, “Help Solve the Climate Puzzle!” with a communal jigsaw puzzle and 
a climate word search handout. At the festival, there were 120 artisans from across the country. In 
addition to their excellent and innovative artwork, there was onstage music, spoken word events, a kids 
booth by Lotus, and many community booths. Saturday, Aug 31 and Sunday, Sept 1, 2024. 

https://maxwellstreetgarden.org/
https://www.carol-carter.com/
https://www.annefarleygaines.com/


  

Gallery Exhibition: “Living In the Questions,” Traverse City, MI 

  

June 25 to August 25, 2024 

This exhibition, by Michigan artist Jessica Kovan, opened on June 25 at Botanic Garden at Historic Barns 
Park in Traverse City, MI.  

Through the lens of nature, “Living In the Questions” asked its viewers to pay attention and examine the 
space that our queries hold.  We are bearing witness to dramatic changes on our planet and to the 
impact of those changes on all living creatures. 

All the art in this exhibit was created on and with recycled materials including canvases, cardboard, old 
book pages, and salvaged wood. 

“Art Journaling in the Gardens” 

     

On July 1 and August 8, 2024, Artists for Climate Awareness joined Michigan artist Jessica Kovan for a half 
day at the Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park in Traverse City, Michigan for nature observation and to 
enhance their skills in the garden environs. The workshop focused on experiencing and visually 
expressing curiosity about plants and nature. The artists were encouraged to ask questions and make 
deeper connections to the experience of the gardens. 

https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
https://thebotanicgarden.org/
http://www.jessicakovan.com/
http://www.jessicakovan.com/


With thanks to… 
Our Board 
 Joe Lee, President 
 Patricia Rowbottom, Vice President 
 Sara SteƯey McQueen, Secretary 
 Carol Rhodes, Treasurer 
 Zain Mackey, At-Large 

Kathy Barton 
Marilyn Bauchat 
Rena Brouwer 
Bronna Butler 
Carol Carter 
Nancy Davis Metz 
Susan Failey 
Heather Farmer 
Krista Garrod 
Grace Gonso 
Jamie Hansen 
Jerry Harste 
Karen Holtzclaw 
Cindee Klement 
Jessica Kovan 
Bess Lee 
Joe Lee 
Zain Mackey 
Christine Missik 
Charlene Moy 
Anita Naanes 
Angela O'Malley 
Meri Reinhold 
Carol Rhodes 
Pat Rowbottom 
Joanna Samorow-Merzer
Tracy Schwartz
Shanay Shah
Sara Steffey McQueen
Avon Waters
Susan Yoder

Our Sponsors 

Our Lifetime Members



New Memberships $3,218.00 35%

Memberships (from benefit wkshps) $0.00 0%

Shows $585.00 6%

Workshops income $2,620.00 28%
Donations $912.50 10%
Grants $1,799.56 19%

Special Activities $0.00 0%
Other $91.03 1%
Ivy Tech service EoY Reconciliation $80.00 1%

$9,306.09

Administrative/Board $211.97 2%

Fees $0.00 0%

Workshops-Instructors $4,490.00 48%

Workshops-Facilities $103.09 1%

Workshops - Extras $29.82 0%

Shows $1,000.00 11%

Facilities-other $0.00 0%

Insurance $782.37 8%

Printing $199.93 2%

Technology $622.52 7%

Consulting $0.00 0%

Advertising $1,079.34 12%

Other Activities $429.03 5%

Donations to other 501C3 $240.00 3%

Ivy Tech service Admin Expenses $80.00 1%
$9,268.07

35%

6%28%

10%

19%
0%1%1%

2024-25 Income

Memberships

Memberships (from benefit wkshps) 

Shows

Workshops income

Donations

Grants

Special Activities

Other

Ivy Tech service EoY Reconciliation

2%0%

48%

1%0%
11%

0%
8%

2%

7%
0%

12%

5% 3%1%

2024-25 Expenses

Administrative/Board

Fees

Workshops-Instructors 

Workshops-Facilities 

Workshops - Extras

Shows

Facilities-other

Insurance

Printing

Technology

Consulting

Advertising (mostly from one grant)

Other Activities

Donations to other 501C3

Ivy Tech service Admin Expenses

(Instructors)

Advertising)



Fiscal year is 7/1 - 6/30 7/1/2024 6/30/2025

STARTING BALANCE ENDING BALANCE

$6,590.34 $6,628.36 

Income
2023-24 2024-25 2023-24 2024-25

$312.19 $211.97 $3,115.00 $3,218.00 

$0.00 $0.00 Memberships (from benefit wkshps) $0.00 $0.00 

$1,010.00 $4,490.00 $0.00 $585.00 

$0.00 $103.09 $2,805.00 $2,620.00 

Workshops - Extras $55.32 $29.82 $2,560.90 $912.50 Includes donation for T-shirt printing

$1,100.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,799.56 

$50.00 $0.00 Special Activities $0.00 $0.00 

$678.21 $782.37 $16.05 $91.03 payments for return shipping, etc.

Printing $1,091.50 $199.93 includes T-shirts in 2023 $350.00 $80.00 

$475.94 $622.52 

$0.00 $0.00 

$203.48 $1,079.34 

$0.00 $429.03 

$175.00 $240.00 

$350.00 $80.00 

TEST: not linked to transactions

Amount Eligibility test

Public

Qualified Donations $750.00 $750.00 

Disqualified Donations $11.00 $0.00 perhaps 1% of the disqaulfied can count toward public support

Qualified Grants $1,799.56 $1,799.56 100% toward public funds - 509(a)1 included

Disqualified Grants $0.00 $0.00 2% may apply on grants from other than 509(a)(1)

Memberships $3,218.00 $3,218.00 

Admission Fees $2,620.00 $2,620.00 

Total $8,398.56 $8,387.56 

% Support 100% 100% (must be >33%)

(Donations and grants don't count as public in formula if more thatn 1% of total)

Other

Technology

Ivy Tech service EoY Reconciliation

Consulting

Insurance

Workshops income

Shows

Donations

Facilities-other

Grants

Administrative/Board

Fees

New Memberships

Workshops-Instructors Shows

IRS Public support test

Artists for Climate Awareness P&L 2023-

2025

Expenses

Workshops-Facilities

Other Activities

Donations to other 501C3

Ivy Tech service Admin Expenses

Advertising


	Introduction
	Events 2024-2025
	Thanks to
	ACA Income and Expenses Graph 2024-25
	ACA Profit-Loss
	Introduction.pdf
	Introduction




